GCHS LADY EAGLES TENNIS 2016 Team Rules
Attendance:

Attendance at practices and matches is an important part of the team’s success.  If an athlete has to miss a practice session, please notify the coach in a timely manner (do not have a team mate tell the coach at practice).  If the athlete has to miss a match, the coach must be notified 24 hours in advance for matches.  If the coach has not been notified of an absence, the athlete will not play in the next match.
The coaches will follow the new GCASD Dual Sporting guidelines for those athletes participating in multiple sports.  

If an athlete is not at school for at least a half day, they will not be permitted to participate in practice or matches.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Academic Eligibility:

The team will abide by the eligibility guidelines set in place by GCASD and the PIAA. (*New GCASD Guidelines)
· Students must be passing a minimum of four credits, not be failing more than one course, and have a minimum GPA of 2.0.  

· The coaches reserve the right to limit practice time for those students struggling to meet the academic eligibility guidelines.  For example, a student who is at risk of becoming ineligible could be asked to sit out of practice to complete homework.  Parents will be notified prior to this happening. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

On Court Behavior:

As a coach I will follow the rules set in place by the USTA concerning behavior on and around the court.  I expect the players and spectators to display similar behaviors.

Players: 

· No throwing the racket.  No warnings.  You will forfeit your match if you choose to put yourself or someone else in danger.

· Respect your opponent and the game.  Shake hands with your opponent after the match.

· No yelling obscenities, to the other team or to your teammates.  No warnings.  You will forfeit your match if you choose to act in this inappropriate manner. 
· If an athlete demonstrates inappropriate on court behavior, a meeting will be held with the athlete, coach, and parents to discuss the athlete’s further participation on the team. 
Spectators:

· Please respect the players and the game.  All of the players are children of proud parents.
· No yelling obscenities.  If you choose to engage in this behavior you will be asked to leave the courts.  This does not set a good example for the players and gives our team a negative image.
· If you have concerns please approach me in person after matches/ practice.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Roster:

The coach will set the roster.  This season the team will use a tiered ladder system.  After direct observation of the athlete’s skills and taking into account their performance history, the coach will place each athlete on an appropriate tier.  

The athletes in the top four tiers (11 athletes) will make up our varsity team.  The remaining athletes will be on the JV team.  All varsity athletes will be considered for play in the region matches.  Please keep in mind that only 7 varsity athletes will play during each varsity match.  Depending on the need of the team they may play in the singles or doubles positions.  Singles and Doubles positions are looked at separately.  Some athletes play a better singles game and some play a better doubles game.  The position of the varsity athletes will be determined by the coach and is subject to change based on need.  Please do not approach the coach regarding your daughter’s initial ranking on the team.  Careful consideration will go into ranking the athletes. 
The athletes will have the opportunity to challenge the athletes in the tier above them or to the left of them on the same tier.  

Challenges will be for JV athletes only.  Challenges must be initiated at practice with the coach in attendance.  The athlete who wishes to challenge should approach an athlete on the tier above them/ or left of them on the same tier and initiate the challenge.  The coaches will permit two challenge matches to occur during practice time.  It will be on a first come first serve basis.  If time and court availability permits, more challenges matches may occur.  It is the responsibility of the athletes to approach the coaches regarding challenges.  They should approach the coaches at the beginning of practice.  Challenges are not permitted to be played on the day of a region/ district match.  We will not permit challenges to occur outside of practice time.  Challenge matches will be an 8 game pro set (tie breaker at 7-7).  Each player is permitted one challenge per week.  No JV player will be permitted to challenge into a varsity position after September 12th.  
The coach reserves the right to move a JV player into a varsity position if they have showed significant improvement and would help the team win a match.  Varsity players who demonstrate a lack of performance may be removed from the varsity roster.  The varsity roster is always set by the coach.  

Please be aware that athletes may not play at every match.  Most of the teams in our region do not have as many athletes as our team. 
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Varsity Letters/ Awards:

Any athlete who plays on the varsity team for at least half of the matches will receive a varsity letter.  In addition, any athlete who wins at least one varsity match, will receive a varsity letter. 
Any senior who has played four years on the tennis team will receive a letter.  

Varsity Letters will be distributed at the end of season banquet.  

The Wolfe Jiggs Award will be given to one senior athlete.  The team will vote on the recipient.  

Dress Code:

All athletes are expected to be dressed in team uniforms or warm ups when attending a match.  Each athlete is expected to change into their team uniform prior to leaving for away matches.  The athletes will be given a 10 minute window to get changed and onto the bus.  
Each athlete will receive two uniforms.  They will alternate the uniforms for each region match.  They will receive a warm up shirt which they are permitted to wear over their uniform. 
Transportation:

Athletes must be transported on school district transportation to and from all athletic events.  Student athletes may ride home after a contest with only their parents/ guardians.  They must sign their daughter out on the GCASD sign out form.  Please see a coach if you wish to sign your daughter out after a match.  

Communication:

The coaches will communicate to the team using district approved technology.  The coaches will not send texts or respond to texts from athletes.  
The only communication that the coaches will have with the athletes will be in person or through district approved technology.  

Drug and Alcohol Policy:

The coach will not tolerate drug or alcohol use.  Any athlete caught using or in possession of alcohol or drugs will be removed from the team effective immediately.  No exceptions!!

The health and safety of your daughter is the coach’s number one priority.

The signed people have read and agree to the rules for the 2016 Ladies' Tennis Team.  Please sign and date, then return to the coach.
Date: __________________________________________

Athlete Signature: __________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian (s) Signature: _________________________________________________





     _________________________________________________

